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Once again we are starting a new AAUW 
year and, as expected, some changes have 
been made.  Current board members are 
listed on page 2, and you will notice some 
new ones have been added and some have 
moved to another position.  For one, we 
have a new editor for the Gold Filings, and 
Suzanne Nicholson may be making revi-
sions to the format. 
 
Approximately one-quarter of you respond-
ed to the planning survey and put forth a 
number of interesting comments.  Re-
spondents enjoy our interest groups and 
the variety of activities, like socializing with 
diverse and interesting women, and find 
satisfaction in giving back to the communi-
ty.  The favorite event last year was the 
Home Tour followed by the Kick-Off and 
the Funds presentation of scholarship re-
cipients.  Further responses indicate a de-
sire for a mix of days and times for pro-
grams, but an overwhelming majority pre-
fers daytime events. 
 
As to the types of programs desired, social 
events were No. 1.  Close behind were local 
speakers, health and public information, 
author presentations and educational top-
ics.  All of these polled about the same, and 
obviously, there is quite a bit of overlap 
among these topics.  If you would like a 
copy of the compilation of the survey, just 

say so and Iõll send it along. 
 
Many program suggestions were offered.  
Of course, we could choose only a few and 
those scheduled are listed on page 4.  Our 
intention is to accommodate both working 
and retired members, although we will not 
be able to please everyone.  One item of 
interest to us all is that our Home Tour for 
2012 will be in Ione. 
 
Members readily responded to the idea of 
field trips, which could be a new interest 
group.  One way to make this work would 
be to have a small group deciding what, 
when and where, and then advertising the 
event to the entire membership.  If you 
would like to take this on, let me know.  
Last month, Susan Staggs sent out a notice 
regarding an AAUW Night at the Kennedy 
Mine Theater in Jackson, which resulted in 
a group of two dozen attending the August 
20 performance of Leaving Iowa. 
 
The Fall Kick-Off will be held on Septem-
ber 22 at Margie Guletzõs home in Jackson.  
See page 5 for details.  Be sure to RSVP for 
this event, which is ideal for introducing 
prospective members to our branch.  Food 
and drink will be provided so just bring 
yourselves for a fun-filled evening.  I hope 
to see you all there. 

Presidentõs Message  by Sandra Campbell 
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Editorõs Note  by Suzanne Nicholson 

Hello everyone!  I hope you enjoy the new layout of this issueõs Gold Filings.  It is my 

hope to present a newsletter that is easy to both read and navigate.  In addition to keeping 

you informed of our branchõs activities, I hope to emphasize the social benefits of mem-

bership in AAUW Amador  as well.  Your comments and feedback are welcome as I un-

dertake this new position.  

MISSION 
STATEMENT: 
 
AAUW advances equity 

for women and girls 

through advocacy, educa-

tion, philanthropy, and 

research. 

DIVERSITY  
STATEMENT:   
 
In principle and in prac-

tice, AAUW values and 

seeks a diverse member-

ship.  There shall be no 

barriers to full participa-

tion in this organization 

on the basis of gender, 

race, creed, age, sexual 

orientation,  national 

origin, or disability. 



reported on efforts to schedule our annual meeting at a winery. 
 
Gail McBride was approved as a Member Emeritus. 
 
New members will be assigned a mentor to help assimilate 
them into our branch. 
 
The meeting was adjourned until September 15 at 1 p.m. 

The 2011-12 board was introduced and the new  
Secretary and V.P. for Programs were voted into office 
as these positions changed since the June 14 annual 
meeting. 
 
The Amador Community College Foundation wishes to 
speak to our members about their goals and asked that 
members take their adult survey.  A representative will be 
invited to speak briefly at a future social and the newslet-
ter will carry an item regarding the survey. 
 
The minutes for May 19 and June 14 were approved as 
written. 
 
The Treasurer gave her report.  The board voted to in-
crease the fee for Tech Trek campers from $800 to $850 
as requested by state.  This increase will come from the 
reserve in the Foundation. 
 
There was discussion regarding members who have not 
rejoined.  Calls will be made by members of the board. 
 
The program was firmed up for the September Kick-Off 
and dates and speakers determined for October and  
January.  As the October event is late in the month, and 
with Thanksgiving a month later, the board decided not 
to schedule a program in November.  Susan Staggs  

Board Briefs for August 18, 2011 

Page 2    GOLD F IL INGS  

2011-2012 AAUW AMADOR BOARD 

President   Sandra Campbell 

President-elect  Nancy Street 

Program V.P.   Beverly York 

Co-Membership V.P.  Susan Tigner  

    Lynne Brumit 

AAUW Funds V.P  Bonnie Krupp 

Secretary   Judy Regnier 

Treasurer   Nancy Schuster 

Community  Rep.  Marylyn Copper 

Public Policy/Ed Equity Lani Chapman 

Home Tour Chair  Carol Campbell 

Web Editor   Bobbie Brubaker 

Hospitality   Judy Lerner-Liston 

    Kathy Guletz  

Newsletter   Suzanne Nicholson 

Directory   Sandi Baracco              

Phone Tree   Iris Aparicio  

Public  Relations  Susan Staggs  

Historian   Margie Guletz                                                           

Scholarship:   

  Comm College  Marge Chisholm 

  Upper Div/Grad/Re-Entry Eileen Swett          

  Tech Trek   Gretchen Carlson 

Sunshine   Lynne Brumit  

September Board Meeting 

Thursday, September 15 at 

1:00. 

 

 



òGetting to know you, getting to know all about you.ó - Michele Powell 
 

§ Michele was born in Brooklyn, New York, where she lived until second grade. Her family then moved to the òcountry,ó 
Rockland County, New York, where òthere was no freeway and getting there took forever.ó 

§ She attended Queens College. òIt only took me 9 years and 4 kids to get my B.A.!ó She and her first husband and family 
moved to the Midwest where she received a M. A. in Sociology from the University of Illinois. 

§ When Michele came to California, she worked at the Career Center at Cal State Fullerton, starting as a counselor and 
retiring 30 years later as Associate Director.  òA college campus is a great environment to work in.ó 

§ Michele and her second husband, Jim, moved to Pine Grove about a year ago. It was a return to òrootsó (Jim grew up in 
San Andreas) and family (his parents live in Pioneer). They needed òless people, less traffic.ó 

§ A devotee of yoga, Michele had òa five-day-a-week habitó for 3 years, until she discovered she couldnõt get anything 
done. She now takes a calmer approach. 

§ She and Jim are both interested in historic preservation (having lived for many years in an historic home). The Home 
Tour is a great favorite with them. Apparently, they also love to travel, as they will go to Italy in the fall and Japan in the 
spring. 

§ Michele is enjoying getting to know Amador County better, and meeting new people. 

- Interview by Nancy Street 

Welcome New Members! 
 

Laurie Brunson 

stellmakerv@aol.com 

B.S., M.B.A. University of Phoenix 

 

Karen Ostiguy 

karenoo17@live.com 

A.A. American River College 

 

Heidi OõHara 

kevin.heidi@comcast.net 

B.A. Humboldt State, M.S. Walden University 

 

Michele Powell 

powell.michele288@gmail.com 

B.A. Queens College CUNY, M.A. University 

of Illinois 

 

Isabel Singleton 

ils1@volcano.net 

B.S. UC Berkeley 

 

Member Emeritus Policy 

Last year, the Board considered a policy, proposed by membership co-vice 

presidents Lynne Brumit and Susan Tigner, to provide honorary membership 

to current or recent past members who are no longer able to actively partici-

pate.  At the May 19, 2011 Board meeting, the Board adopted  a Member 

Emeritus policy. 

Member Emeritus status is subject to Board approval and provides the fol-

lowing benefits:  receipt of Gold Filings, listing in our directory, attendance at 

any branch event, and waiver of branch dues only.  If the member desires to 

retain state and national membership, she will have to pay those dues.  If you 

know of anyone who could benefit from this status, please submit your nomi-

nation and reasons in writing to the Board.  The Board has already approved 

two nominations. 
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Happy September Birthdays! 

 

Lynne Brumit  

Carolyn Hennings 

Claire Wait 

Beverly York 

 

Sarah Hart 

Mary OõNeal 

Sarah Dougherty 

Christina Weidinger 



The Sunshine Chair, 

Lynne Brumit , will send 

a note or card on be-

half of AAUW to any 

member who needs 

some sunshine (for ill-

ness, condolences or 

simply òthinking of 

youó) or should be 

congratulated on a 

marriage or birth of a 

child.  If you know of a 

member who should 

receive any of the 

above, please con-

tact Lynne.  If infor-

mation for recipient is 

not in the AAUW Direc-

tory, please provide it.   

 

   

2011-2012 Program Schedule 
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September Events  

¶ Sept. 8ñLunch Bunch 

¶ Sept. 12ñAfternoon 

Book Group 

¶ Sept. 13 & 27ñArt in 

Action 

¶ Sept. 15ñBoard Meeting  

¶ Sept. 22ñFall Kick-Off 

¶ Sept. 26ñBook Lovers & 

Page Turners 

September:  

Welcome Back/Open House 

September 22, 5-7 p.m. at Margie Guletzõ 
home 

 

October: 

Amador Tuolumne Community Action 
Agency Panel Discussion 

October 26, 3-5 p.m.  

 

November: 

-no program this month- 

 

December: 

Holiday Open House 

December 11, 2-5 p.m. 

 

January: 

Lodi author Robin Burcellñspeaker 

January 26, 3-5 p.m. 

February: 

Kaffeeklatch 

February 25, 10-12  

 

March: 

Celebration of Womenõs History Month 
Essay Contest 

Date, time and location TBA 

 

April:  

Home TourñIone 

April 21, 11 a.m.- 4 p.m. 

 

May: 

Funds Celebration 

Date TBA, 4-6 p.m. at Baraccoõs home 

 

June: 

Annual Meeting 

June 13, 5-7 p.m. 

Board  

Meetings:   
 

Board meetings are 
held the third Thurs-
day of each month, 
1:00 p.m. at Margie 
Guletzô home, and are 
open to all members.   

Amador Community College Foundation Survey 

The Amador Community College Foundation is working on efforts to expand 

course offerings and write grants to foundations for funding.  One such grant is 

the distance learning and rural telemedicine grant through the USDA, which is due 

next April  The application requires broad community support.  The Foundation 

was able to survey all juniors and seniors in the Amador County Unified School 

District this past June, and is currently surveying adults regarding courses they 

would like to see offered.  AAUW members can show their support for this organi-

zation by taking the adult survey, and encouraging others to do the same.   You can 

find the survey, and learn more about the Foundation, its mission, and schedule of 

fall courses at its website: www.amadorlearningcenter.org.   
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Thursday, September 22, 5:00 - 7:00PM  

 

This will be held at the home of Margie Guletz.   Come reconnect with old, new and 

prospective members. Meet the new Board for 2011-2012.  Find out about stimulating 

programs and fun special interest group activities being planned for the coming year.  

Hear from Tech Trek 8th grade scholarship winners about their experiences at science 

camp this summer.   

 

Eat wonderful appetizers prepared by the AAUW Board  

and celebrate the beginning of a new year with dessert!   

Bring a prospective member! 

RSVP:  Contact Nancy Street at streetjb@volcano.net. 

Please reply by September 16. 

 

 

AAUW Amador Branch 

Fall Kick-Off 

Scholarship Thank-Yous 

AAUW awarded several scholarships 

last year.  We often receive thank-you 

notes from our recipients, and as 

space provides, will publish the text 

of those notes here in Gold Filings.   

We received the following note from 

Rachel Jenkins:   

òDear Members of the American Association of University Women:  

Today I received my $1,600 scholarship check in the mail.  I wanted to 

let you know that  I received it and thank you one more time for your 

generosity.  I will put this scholarship money to good use. 

I plan to apply to physician assistant in school in April, and am so excit-

ed to do so.  Thank you so much for your faith in my abilities.  As a 

physician assistant, I hope to help many people in need.  Thank you so 

much for helping me achieve my dream.   

Sincerely, Rachel Jenkinsó 



Focus on AAUW Special Interest Groups: 

Art in Action  By: Charlene Unger, Chair Art in Action.   
 
On the second and fourth Tuesdays of each month, Art in Action meets at one another's homes or out on location to 
sketch, paint and discuss upcoming art workshops. It is surprising what we find to draw and paint; from still life to fab-
ulous scenery in and around Amador County. We have gone to Bear River, Pi Pi Valley, Grinding Rock, Amador City, 
Sutter Creek, Electra Road, and Tiger Creek. 
 
We take turns being hostess once or twice a year. The hostess may prepare a lunch, or request you bring a sack 
lunch. We have had some very creative scrumptious meals. 
 
In April we are part of the Home Tour with an Art Show. 
 
We are not sure if it is the art, the food, or the conversation that is the major incentive for our get-togethers......maybe 
it is all three! Everyone is welcome, artists of all levels. 
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Photos of August outing to Pi Pi Valley by Jeri  Killian.   

Supper Club  By: Claire Wait, Chair Supper Club. 

Supper Club meets quarterly at the members' homes. We usually plan the menu around a theme. Below are pictures 
of our last meeting for the year, a Backyard Barbecue, held at the home of Bernice and Steve Honeychurch on Au-
gust 6. That is Steve barbecuing. Everyone contributes something to the meal. Steve contributed the chicken. The 

previous three dinners were based on the recipes of celebrity chefs--one chef was Lydia Bastianich. 

The group is fun and it is an opportunity to meet other AAUW members and their significant others. Also, it is a 

chance to try new recipes with a menu planned by each hostess following the theme. Good food and great compan-

ions--what more could one want? 

Photos by Norva Fagg. 



AMADOR AAUW SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS   

 

 

AFTERNOON  BOOK GROUP 

Chair: Judy Venckus,  

venckus@aol.com  

 

On Monday, September 12, Nancy Schuster will host our 
discussion of Ant Hit  by E.O. Wilson.  We will begin at 2 
pm.  In addition we will be compiling our reading list for the 
coming year.  So bring your favorite, recently read titles to 
include.  Please contact Nancy if you will not be able to 

attend. 

 

 
BOOK LOVERS AND PAGE TURNERS 

Chair:  Sue Harrington,  

susanlh@volcano.net  

  

On Monday, September 26, we will 

meet at Bernice Honeychurchôs home 

to discuss The Reliable Wife by Rob-

ert Goolrick.  We will also be making our book selections 

for the coming year.  Please RSVP to Bernice at hon-

eybb@dishmail.net. 

 

GARDEN GROUPIES 

Chair:  Claire Wait, 

clairesc@sbcglobal.net  

 

Garden Groupies meets the third 

Wednesay of each month.  Contact Claire for more infor-

mation. 

 

CORK & FORK 

Chair:  Bobbie Brubaker, dbbru-

baker@softcom.net 

 

Our group meets odd months, with significant others, in 

membersô homes for appetizers and wine tasting.  Contact 

Bobbie for information.   

 

 

 

 

SUPPER CLUB 

Chair:  Claire Wait,  

clairesc@sbcglobal.net  

 

Contact Claire for more information. 

 

 

LUNCH BUNCH 

Chair:  Floy Goulart  

f80@volcano.net  

 

Lunch Bunch will meet September 8th at 11:30.  We will 

return to the Blue Moon Caf®ôs private room.  Following 

rave reviews from the August Lunch Bunch, it was decided 

to break with tradition and go to the same restaurant two 

months in a row.   The Caf® is located at 19985 Hwy 88 in 

Pine Grove.  Hope to see you there! 

RSVP to Mary Thorpe at wetwo@volcano.net on or before 

Sept. 5. 

 

 

ART IN ACTION 

Chair:  Charlene Unger,   

cux2@volcano.net 

 

We are a group that enjoys drawing and painting at various 

indoor and outdoor locations.  We meet the 2nd and 4th 

Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m. Beginners are welcome.  Contact 

Charlene for more information.  

 

 

WALKING/STROLLING  GROUP 

Chair:  Sheila Berg,  

sberg@volcano.net  
 

No walks scheduled for September or October.  Contact 

Sheila for more information. 

 

 

     The deadline for the October Gold Filings is September 20.   

Please send articles via email to  Suzanne Nicholson at sooze29@yahoo.com.  



AAUW 

P. O. Box 611 

Sutter Creek, CA 95685-0611 

Website: aauwamador.org 
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AAUW AMADOR IN ACTION!  

It was a busy summer for our branch!  And a lot of fun 

too.  At left, 31 AAUW Amador members attended the 

Main Street Theater Worksõ production of òLeaving 

Iowaó at the Kennedy Mine Ampitheatre.  The Garden 

Groupies had a beautiful outing to the Davis Arboretum 

(lower left), and our 2011-2012 Board was elected with a 

unanimous vote at our June Annual Meeting (below).  

Weõre looking forward to another great year! 


